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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, SOPN, KS, US/BROWN-HABIB 
SUBJECT: KOREAN PRESS REACTION TO VISIT MAY 24. 

SUMMARY: PRESS IS EEATURING AND INEVITABLY SPECULATING 
ABOUT BROWN-HABIB VISIT, REFLECTING KOREAN ANXIETY OVER 
WITHDRAWAL TIMING, COMPENSATION, AND OPPORTUNITY EOR ROK TO 
INFLUENCE ACTURAL DECISIONS. SIMILAR VIEWS REFLECTED IN 
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS. 

1. ON MAY 12-13, KOREAN PRESS GAVE HEADLINE TREATMENT TO 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MAY 24 VISIT BY GENERAL BROWN AND 
UNDERSECRETARY HABIB AND GENERAL BROWN. HEAVY COVERAGE IN 
FEATURES, GOSSIP COLUMNS, AND EDITORIALS REELECTS 

PRIMARY INTEREST IN SCALE AND TIMING OE WITHDRAWAL, AGAINST 
BACKGROUND OE CONCERN WHETHER US WILL SIMPLY PRESENT ITS 
DECISION OR IE ROK WILL HAVE SOME ROLE IN DETERMINING OUTCOME. 

2. AS IS INEVITABLE, MAJOR EOCUS OF NEWS STORIES IS 
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SPECULATION ABOUT VISIT. FRONT PAGE FEATURE BY HAN'SGUK 
ILBO'S CHO SUN-HWAN WRITING FROM WASHINGTON QUOTES DOD 
OFEICIAL AS SAYING 7,500 SUPPLY TROOPS WILL REMAIN, EVEN 
AFTER WITHDRAWAL, AND TWO MONTHS' SUPPLY OF AMMUNITION AND 
EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE PROVIDED. NOTING A RECENT PUBLIC 
OPINION SURVEY HAD EOUND PRESIDENT CARTER UNEXPECTEDLY 
CONSERVATIVE, ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH HOPEFUL OBSERVATION 
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THAT THOSE WHO EMPHASIZE THIS PRUDENCE OE CARTER ARE 
PREDICTING A "SYMBOLIC AND CAUTIOUS" WITHDRAWAL OF 
4 - 5,000 TROOPS, BEGINNING NEXT YEAR. OFEICIAL ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE KOREA HERALD RAN HAPTONG ITEM EROM WASHINGTON 
AS TOP STORY, QUOTIN ROK EMBASSY OEEICIALS IN WASHINGTON 
AS INDICATING US PROPOSAL, BESIDES WITHDRAWAL, WILL COVER 
STRENGTHENING OE ROK MILITARY, PARTICULARLY IN "AIR POWER 
AND ANTI-TANK CAPABILITIES." 

3. HAN'GUK ILBO TOP STORY MAY 13 QUOTES "HIGH ROK 
GOVERNMENT SOURCE" THAT BROWN-HABIB VISIT IS JUST START 
OE A LONG PROCESS, WITH FOCUS TO BE ON AGREEING ON 
PRINCIPLES, RATHER THAN DETAILS. PAPER QUOTES "A DIPLOMATIC 
SOURCE" AS SAYING THAT PROSPECTS ARE "ALMOST CERTAIN 

EOR EORMATION OF A WORKING-LEVEL CONSULTATIVE BODY 
COMPOSED OE LONMIN PAK ONG-JIN AND AMBASSADOR SNEIDER 
EOR DIPLOMATIC ASPECTS AND DEEMIN SO CHONG-CH'OL AND 
GENERAL VESSEY EOR MILITARY ONES. KOREA-US SECURITY 
CONSULTATIVE MEETING AT END OE JULY WOULD THEN MAKE 
FINAL DECISIONS ON "SCALE AND PARTICULARS" OP WITHDRAWAL. 

(STORY CARRIED BY HAPTONG MAY 12 ATTRIBUTES COMMENTS 
SIMILAR TO THESE TO POREIGN MINISTER PARK TONG-JINML 

4. ON MAY 13, TONGA ILBO LEAD STORY QUOTED A GOVERNMENT 
OPFICIAL AS SAYING ROKG'S BASIC POCUS IN TALKS WILL BE 

ON OBTAINING A "MEMORANDUM OR OTHER DOCUMENT" REFLECTING 
POINS OF AGREEMENT IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE US SUPPORT FOR 
STRENGTHENING OP ROK DEPENSES AND PROBLEM OP SECURITY ON 
KOREAN PENINSULA. SOURCES SAID THERE "WILL BE FLEXIBILITY IN 
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DATES FOR BEGINNING AND COMPLETING THE WITHDRAWAL." START OF 
WITHDRAWAL MUST BE DELAYED AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, AND 
CARRIED OUT IN STEP WITH IMPROVEMENT IN KOREAN MILITARY 
PORCES. PIRST STAGE OP WITHDRAWAL WILL OCCUR NEXT YEAR OR 
LATER." 

5. COMMENTARIES AND EDITORIALS MENTION MOST OPTEN NECESSITY 
EOR "SUPPICIENT" STRENGTHENING OF ROK MILITARY BEFORE 
WITHDRAWAL MAY BE COMPLETED. OTHER ISSUES RAISED INCLUDE 
NECESSITY TO AVOID CAUSING A -VACUUM OP POWER," SOUTH-NORTH 
NON-AGGRESSION PACT, FOUR-POWER MEETING TO GUARANTEE PEACE 
ON KOREAN PENINSULA, RETURN OP OPERATIONAL COMMAND 

TO KOREA, CONTINUED PRESENCE OP U.S. NUCLEAR WEAPONS, 

PROBLEMS OP UN COMMAND AND ARMISTICE SYSTEM, AND EVEN 
POLICIES TO IMPROVE ROK-US RELATIONS. HANGUK ILBO 
CONCLUDES ITS EDITORIAL MAY 13 WITH CALL EOR PRUDENCE IN 
PREPARING FOR TALKS AND FOR LISTENING CAREPULLY TO OTHER SIDE. 
CONCERN EXTENDS EVEN TO US NEGOTIATORS: ONE PEATURE ARTICLE SAYS 
BROWN-HABIB TEAM IS "SYMBOLIC (OP IMPORTANCE OP TALKS) AND 
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PRACTICAL," BUT THEN GOES ON TO QUOTE ANOTHER SOURCE TO EEFECT 
THAT HABIB IS "EORCEEUL AND PERSISTENT NEGOTIATOR" AND WILL BE 
DIEFICULT TO MANAGE" BECAUSE HE KNOWS KOREA WELL AND CAN "USE 
SITUATION TO HIS ADVANTAGE." 

6. PRESS COMMENTS RELEECT INTENSE INTEREST ALL KOREANS 
HVE IN THIS VISIT AND THEIR WIDELY SHARED CONCERNS AND 
HOPES. EOR EXAMOLE, ONE KOREAN GENERAL NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
IN PREPARATION ASKED EMBASSY MAY 12 IF CONSULAATIONS WOULD 
REALLY PERMIT GIVE AND TAKE, OR SIMPLY CONSTITUTE UNILATERAL 
PRESENTATION. SAME OEEICER ALSO REELECTED A WIDESPREAD HOPE IN 
ASKEING IF THERE WERE STILL POSSIBLILITY OE CANCELLING WITHT- 
DRALAL PLAN. 

7. WE TOOK OCCASION OE DELIVERING TEXT OE DEPARTMENT 
MAY 1 1 PRESS BRIEEING ON VISIT TO CHIDE AMERICAN BUREAU 
DIRECTOR PARK SANG-YONG ABOU PRESS SPECULATION 
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POINTING OUT IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING KOREAN FEET ON THE 
GROUND. LOOKING PAINED, PARK SAID STORIES WERE PURELY 
JOURNALIST'S FABRICATION AND DID NOT REPRESENT OFEICIAL 
VIEWS ON BRIEEINGS. HE ALSO SAID THAT FONMIN PARK HAD 
CALLED IN PRESS CORPS MAY 13 "TO CHEW THEM OUT" FOR 
EXCESSIVE SPECULATION AND ADDED THAT HE HIMSELF WOULD BE 
WORKING HARD TO CONSTRAIN PRESS. WE UNDERSTAND FROM PRESS 
SOURCES, HOWEVER, THAT EORNMIN PAK DID MEET REPORTERS MAY 12 
INEORMALLY, SO WE ASSUME PRESS SPECULAION, DESPITE DENIAL, 
PROBABLY NOT PAR PROM PONMIN'S THINKING. 

SNEIDER 
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